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NEWARK, N.J., April 18— 
A three^ay interrogation of 
the French counter-espionage 
agent who smuggled $12 mil- 
lion worth of heroin into the 
United States a year ago re- 
veals that a key report impli- 
cating his superior disap- 
peared in Paris after arrest 
here. 

A transcript of the question- 
ing also disclosed that the 
agent's mistress and a son 
were harassed by French au- 
thorities and that a member of 
the French consulate staff in 
New York City, identified for 
the first time, was to be his 
contact if trouble unrelated to 
the smuggling should develop. 

The 368-page transcript may 
revive a furore in France 
over claims by French police 
and judicial authorities that 
they have not covered up for 
certain officials of the French 
counterpart of the CIA- 

The questioning was con- 
ducted here last month, 
mainly by investigating magis- 
trate Gabriel Roussel of Paris. 
It provides rare glimpses into 
the agency, SDECE (Service 
de Documentation Exyerieure 
et de Contre-Espionage). 

The record of the interroga- 
tion was made public Monday 
by Donald A. Robinson, coun- 
sel for the agent, Roger X. L. 
DeLouette of Paris, when 
DeLouette, 48, received a min- 
imum five-year sentence. 

Judge Frederick B. Lacey, 
who imposed the sentence, 
and U.S. Attorney Herbert J. 
Stern, who objected to the in- 
troduction of the transcript, 
joined In praising DeLouette 
for the cooperation he pro- 
vided federal investigators 
after his arrest on April 5, 
1971. 

On that day he went to Port 
Elizabeth, N.J., to pick up a 
Volkswagen camper he had 
had shipped from France. Cus- 
toms Inspector Lynn Pelle- 
tier, 21, making a routine spot- 
check of the interior of the 
VW, noticed sunlight coming! 
:hrough a hole in a front in- 
stallation panel — the result, 
apparently, of a screw having 
shaken out in transit. Curious, 
she reached behind the panel 
— and pulled out a package of 
heroin. 

Under a French-American 
agreement on narcotics traf- 
ficking, DeLouette was ques- 


tioned the day after his arrest 
by a French policeman then 
assigned to the consulate, 
Daniel Hartwig, who took 
notes, and by U.S. customs 
agent Paul Boulard, who made 
a tape recording. 

In a statement, DeLouette 
named the man he called the 
mastermind of the smuggling 
scheme as an SDECE depart 
ment head known to him as 
“Col. Paul Fournier,** who 
since has been identified as 
Paul Ferrer. 

At one point, when the cus- 
toms agent went to another 
room, Hardwig took De- 
Louette aside “to tell n>e that 
I should never have said this 
to the Americans,** the agent 
said. 

The transcript disclosed that 
Hardwig phoned someone in 
Paris, which led to an immedi- 
ate A^t to Ferrer by Michel 
Nocquet, chief commissioner 
of the Police Judiciare in 
Paris. No written report on 


the conversation has 
filed with Judge Roussel. 
French police, after closing a 
three-day investigation, pro- 
nounced Ferrer Innocent. 

DeLouette learned of the 
visit to Ferrer from John Cu- 
sack, then director for West- 
ern Europe of the Bureau of 
Narcotics and Dangerous 
Drugs. Cusack later created 
an angry controversy by accus- 
ing French authorities — ^who 
denied it — of not making 
bona-fide efforts to dismantle 
heroin laboratories in the 
Marseilles area. 

'I was absolutely aston- 
ished,** DeLouette said, ex- 
plaining t^at he had expected 
his charge against Ferrer to 
be pursued in “a discreet in- 
vestigation.** 

“Once they went to see him 
that was it I never thought 
he would know that I had 
tolked.** 

Also in the questioning a 
year ago, DeLouett e identi- 
fied Donald McNabb, a mid- 
dle-level official at the French 
Consulate In New York, as the 
man Ferrer had told him to 
contact in event of unforeseen 
difficulties unrelated to the 
heroin smuggling, for which 
DeLouette was to receive 
$50,000. 

McNabb was “a representa- 
tive of the SDECE,** De- 
Louette charged. 

Soon after DeLouette 


named McNabb, Hardwig and then 
the top narcotics official of 
the Police Judiciare, Claude 
Chaminadas, called on Me- 
Nabb to show him photos of 
DeLouette. 

Stem, in a confrontation 
with Roussel during the inter 
rogation last month, protested 
that Hardwig made a report 
on the question of DeLouette 
that got to French police, but, 
somehow, according to Rous- 
sel, did not reach him. Stem 
also recalled to Roussel a 
statement by the magistrate 
that Hardwig had claimed that 
DeLouette had never' men- 
tioned McNabb. 

Last April, DeLouette 'Said, 
Hardwig “gave me his word” 
that if he 8upplied^the address 
of his mistress, Marie-Jose 
Robert, then 22 ind pregnant, 
“nothing would be done 
against her.** 

But, DeLouette said, she 
subsequently was indicted for 
possession of $17,(KX) in coun- 
terfeit U.S. currency, which he 
said was in her apartment but 
been | of which she was “totally una- 
ware.’* She was jailed for 
three months and was “liber- 
ated” only two days before 
giving birth. Recently, Rousse) 
lifted her passport, temporar- 
ily preventing her from com- 
ing to see DeLouette. 

In his statement to Hardwig, 
DeLouette told of being re- 
quested by Ferrer to meet a 
certain SDECE employee who 


gave him an envelope 
containing the $17,000. De- 
Louette, following instruc-j 
tions, went to an Italian tow^ 
on the French border, Mo- 
dane, to deliver it to a contact. ' 

But Ferrer cancelled the 
meeting, suggesting instead 
that DeLouette take the coun- 
terfeit currency to Algeria.! 
The agent declined, not wish- 
ing to risk a severe penalty.^ 
He said the money was in a^ 
bureau drawer in the apart- 
ment when he left for the 
United States. i 

Last October, DeLouette 
said, one of the six children 
by his marriage, a son, ar- 
rived in the university com- 
pound in Bordeaux to look for 
a room. And, at Roussel’s re- 
quest, police interrogated the 
student for 7% hours and 
searched his room **in order 
to seize his letters,** De- 
Louette said. 

On March 11-U' day after 
the interrogation ended — 
Stern sent Roussel a tape of 
the recording made by the 
customs agent, Boulard, a year 
ago. No action against Ferrer* 
is known to have resulted. 

A grand jury indicted Fer- 
rer, as well as DeLouette, last 
Nov. 15. Not until after that' 
was there any public knowl-i 
edge of the behipd-the-scenes 
legal wrangle between French, 
authorities and Stem and his 
top assistant, Jonathan L. . 
Goldstein. I 


